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chemistry has lately become fruitful of instruction and assistance. In the arts of brewing, tanning, dying, and
bleaching, its doctrines are important guides. In making soap, glass, pottery, and all metallic wares, its
principles are daily applied, and are capable of a still more useful application, as they become better
understood. Indeed every mechanic art, in the diEerent processes of which heat, moisture, solution, mixture or
fermentation is necessary, must ever keep pace in improvement with this branch of philosophy. Finally, there is
scarcely an art of human life, which the science of chemistry is not fitted to subserve; scarcely a department of
human inquiry, either for health, pleasure, ornament, or profit, which it may not be made in its present
improved state, eminently to promote. To illustrate the science fully, in all its parts, would require more pages
than this work is designed to contain; therefore, we shall be confined to some of the leading principles, and
most useful practical operations, which it embraces. The science of chemistry naturally divides itself into three
parts; a description of the component parts of bodies, or of elementary or simple substances as they are called,
- a description of the compound bodies formed by the union of simple substances, and an account of the
nature of the power which produces these combinations. This power is known in chemistry by the name of
aEinity, or chemical attraction. By simple substances is not meant what the ancient philosophers called
elements of bodies, as lire, air, earth, and water, nor particles of matter incapable of farther diminution or
division. They signify merely...
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