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a good picture of the character and fortunes of the man of letters in our own age. He was the best
representative of the class; he typified both the strength and the weakness, the pleasures and the pains, the
tastes and the powers, of a man exclusively devoted to literary pursuits. He began to publish before he came of
age, and he died almost with the pen still grasped in the fingers which had wielded it for half a century. He lived
by his publications, which, though they gained him an honorable name, and have secured for him a permanent
place in the history of English literature, aBorded him a meagre and uncertain livelihood. He was rich in
nothing but books, of which he had accumulated a larger store probably than any man in Great Britain not
favored by hereditary wealth. The booksellers made him their dependant, but could not render him their slave;
he was obliged to write for his bread, but he had not the spirit, or the want of spirit, of a Grub-street hack, ready
to engage in any task that opened a chance of profit. Could he have stooped to this humiliation, he might, with
his versatility of power and vast range of acquisition, speedily have become rich. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an...
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