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Ward of Geneseo, N. Y., By Request, Before the Association at Its Annual Gathering and Festival, Oct; 26, 1859,
and Re-Delivered, by Request, Before the Association and Citizen of Rochester, at Corinthian In an Address
delivered at the laying of the corner-stone of the First Presbyterian Church of this city in the spring of 1823, the
Rev. Joseph Penney, after alluding to the possible prosperity and coming greatness of what was then but an
humble village, thus eloquently exclaims: The future, who can tell? This spot may, after a few years, be a
populous mart, - or a wilderness again. The present appearances, to the fondness of human fancy, promise
that here the blessings of piety and virtue, of peace and plenty, of civilization and liberty, may be long enjoyed;
and giving scope to imagination in the regions of probability, we may see rising from this place divines and
legislators, philosophers and heroes, who shall adorn their country - shall adorn mankind. Two score years are
hastening to their close since these hopeful words were uttered. Of those who gathered on that occasion, many
have seen the last of earth; while he who gave them expression, lies, like a wounded leader upon the battle field,
waiting the summons to a celestial robe and crown. The sentences quoted from his gifted pen, suggest the topic
to which, in various aspects, the following pages are devoted, viz: the contributions which Rochester has made
through native citizens and long residents reflecting honor...
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