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Governor of the State of South-Carolina: On the Dissolution of the Union Sir, - It will not be thought
presumptuous in any man respectfully to submit his opinions to your consideration, on a subject so important,
as the dissolution of the Union. - Even they who have been most scrupulous in abstaining from all participation
in the ordinary discussions of party politics, will need no apology for freely examining a question, in which not
the success of party or persons, but the destiny of the whole country is deeply involved. It is proposed to destroy
the Confederacy of the United States. The people have so long and uninterruptedly enjoyed the beneficent
influences of this crowning mercy to the wisdom and virtue of our ancestors, that they no longer appreciate the
blessing, and are in danger of testing its value by its loss. They have lived in the healthy atmosphere of peace
and prosperity which it diffuses around them, as they breathe the vital air, without a thought of how essential it
is to their existence. We would destroy that which all other people similarly situated are craving to possess. The
best men of Italy and Germany, taught by our example, have been long laboring and hoping to obtain this
great remedy for intestine dissention, and aggression from abroad. United Italy, United Germany, are the day
dreams of Italian and German Patriots. To realize them, they freely peril fortune and life. Until they can be
realized, they see no hope for Italy or Germany. But we upon whom Providence has bestowed this pearl of
great price, are willing to...
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