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(OCoLC)503293729 Subject: Agricultural conservation -- Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 9
Assistance Program ( BCAP ). On May 5, 2009, the President issued a directive to aggressively accelerate the
investment in and production of biofuels. In early June, FSA issued a Notice of Funds Availability for BCAP,
meeting the 30 day deadline established by the President. BCAP accelerates investment in the production of
biofuels, while promoting conservation principles. BCAP has two components. The first provides matching
payments to eligible land owners and operators for eligible material that is sold to a qualified biomass
conversion facility for the production of heat, power, bio-based products or advanced biofuels. The second
component pro-vides funding for producers of eligible crops of renewable biomass within specified project
areas to receive establishment and annual payments. Interest in BCAP matching payments has been strong.
FiHy facilities have been qualified as Biomass Conversion Facilities. These facilities range from a small rural
school in Northwestern Montana that uses downed timber and wood residue to pro-vide energy for boilers, to
pelletizers that generate fuel for public utility companies. Twenty-five million dollars in funding was made
available for matching payments in FY 2009. The first matching payment was issued to a Missouri producer on
Au-gust 31, 2009. FSA is also developing a regulation to implement the Emergency Forest Restora-tion Program
( EFRP ) under the Forestry Title of the 2008 Farm Bill. We are work-ing together with the Forest Service and
NRCS on this program, which provides fi-nancial assistance to owners of non-industrial private forest land (
rural land with existing tree cover )...
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