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Village Far from the madding crowd s ignoble strife, Their
sober wishes never learned to stray: Along the cool,
sequestered vale of life They kept the noiseless tenor of their
way. When Zabdiel Podbury fled from Stoke-on-Tritham in the
Spring of 1689 with Drusilla Ives, taking passage on the bark
Promise, sailing for Massachusetts Bay, it was not realized at
the time that, from this union, and the joint labors of the Pen-
thesilean pair, the village of Stotham (so named by them in
memory of their autochthonous abode) would in later days
come to be regarded as a typical example, although, perhaps,
not so well known, of the unspoiled New England Village. The
terms typical and unspoiled are used advisedly, as a reference
to the illustrations will show. There are, possibly, no especially
striking or far-famed structures, no wealth of fine carving or
ornamental detail, no grand estates or mansion houses, yet
from its early simplicity, and quality of chaste primness, the
village...
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