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Beacon Press, United States, 2008. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 232 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. This is the story of a gutsy journalist who challenged power-and succeeded. Wanda Jablonski was
an investigative reporter, publisher, and power broker who came to wield exceptional influence on twentieth-
century geopolitics by shedding light on the secretive world of oil from the 1950s through the 1980s. Jablonski
unveiled many mysteries of the oil club, an elite group of Western executives who once controlled the
international petroleum business. Nicknamed the midwife of OPEC, Jablonski undermined Big Oil s dominance
by exposing the vulnerabilities of the major oil companies and encouraging the rise of oil nationalism. Her
scoops, commentaries, and private networking helped shape the debate that led to the creation of OPEC, the oil
shocks of the 1970s, and the largest transfer of wealth in history. Tenacious and glamorous, Wanda-as she was
known in the oil world-coaxed her way into exploration sites in Middle Eastern deserts, drilling camps in the
Venezuelan jungle, male-only boardrooms in New York and London, and the king s harem in Saudi Arabia. She
survived threats, boycotts, and suspicions of espionage as she elicited information and insight from CEOs of the
oil giants and political leaders, including the shah of Iran. Working for the Journal of Commerce and other New
York publications, Jablonski defied the prevailing view that a woman reporting on business had no credibility.
In 1961, divorced and suddenly jobless, she took a big gamble by starting her own newsletter, Petroleum
Intelligence Weekly, which was soon dubbed the bible of the oil world. Today, when conflict in the Middle East
and climate change cause us to reexamine our reliance on oil, Jablonski s prescience-whether about oil
dependency, cultural insensitivity, or market manipulation-proves remarkable. Anna Rubino, who...
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