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Evaluation. Excerpt: . . . 5 cause these aspects of the bill were key recommendations of the major first responder
and stakeholder groups. We have letters from the emergency management, fire services, law enforcement, city,
county, State, and other professional associations calling for the specific reforms. These are the reforms the
professionals thought necessary to fix a broken system at DHS. A properly constructed response plan should
define the roles and responsibilities of the agencies involved, explain how decisions will be made and clarify
who is in charge. Given the critical testimony of our expert witnesses and our Committees own review, it
appears the Department has a lot more work to develop an eHective Na-tional Response Plan. Thank you
again, Madam Chairman, for holding todays hearing. I look forward to the testimony and, obviously, the
testimony from our distinguished visitors. ORTON Ms. N. Thank you, Mr. Graves. Does any other Member have
comments he decides to make Mr. Cohen OHEN Mr. C. Thank you, Madam Chair. I appreciate your having this
hearing as well for I live in Memphis, Tennessee, which is a sister city to New Orleans, which suHered greatly 2
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