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Subject: United States -- Armed Forces -- Training of. Excerpt: . .. 8 AVIATION URBAN OPERATIONS can take full
advantage of superior firepower and maneu-ver, our enemies are not playing along. As a matter of fact, in
both Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, adversaries attempted to draw American and coalition forces into
urban terrain to deny maneuver elements freedom of action. Ac-cording to Maj Jon Davis, given the US
doctrinal aver-sion to urban combat, a competent defender will do every-16 thing in his power to draw the fight
into the city. Characteristics of Urban Terrain Three interrelated and complex characteristics distinguish the
urban battlespace: man-made construction, high popu-lation density, and restrictive rules of engagement (
ROE ) ( table 2 ). Understanding the characteristics of urban terrain and their interrelationship requires a
radical change in how military planners and aircrews view terrain. It also demands critical thinking about the
multidimensional aspects of that terrain (i. e., size, pattern, and density ). Table 2. Comparison of operations in
urban terrain and in other types of environments Characteristic Urban Desert Jungle Mountain Number of non-
High Low Low Low combatants Amount of valuable High Low Low Low infrastructure Multidimensional Yes No
Some Yes battlespace Restrictive rules of Yes No No No engagement Detection, obser-Short Long Short Medium
vation, engage-ment ranges Avenues of Many Many Few Few approach Freedom of vehic-Low High Low
Medium ular movement and maneuver Communications Degraded Fully Degraded Degraded functionality
capable Logistics require-High High High Medium ments Reprinted from Joint Publication 3-06, Doctrine for
Joint Urban Operations, 16 Septem-ber 2002, |-7, http: www. dtic. mil doctrine jel newpubs...
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